SOUTH AUSTRALIA CLARE VALLEY

on a clare day

The Clare Valley adds food and produce
perfection to its reputation for riesling.
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F I WAS A ROMANTIC, | would say it is

enchanted,” leading Australian wine

critic and author James Halliday says of the

Clare Valley. Starting about 90 minutes’

drive north of Adelaide. the Clare Valley
is one of the most accessible, most hospitable
and. many believe, possibly the prettiest of
Australia’s wine regions.

[t is, in fact, a series of valleys with tributaries
stiich as Polish River Valley or the Skillogalee
Valley — the loveliest of all = providing a vast
range of microclimates for grape growers.

It surprises many visitors to find how cool the
Clare can get. Breezes sweep [rom the west most
alternoons at about 4pm to cocl the vines. Far
tothe north and east liesdesert. At night the cool
desert air chills the hamlets of the Clare Valley.

These hamlets — Auburn, Leasingham.
Watervale, Penwortham and Sevenhill - are
settlements steeped in history dating back tothe

1840s. They're linked by the Riesling Trail.
a cycling track that follows the route of an old
railway and provides a gentler, typically country
way to enjoy the most “country”™ of Australia’s
various wine regions,

Although the Clare Valley lays claim to two of
Australia’s finest country houses — Thorn Park
and North Bundaleer - it is the B&:Bs that clutter
theradar screen for visitors. The Clare Valley has
nearly 80 of them — roughly twice as many as
there are cellar doors.

Yet ifthe Clare “brand” traditionally hasbeen
based on wine, riesling in particular, and its
characterful B&Bs, there's a new factor that even
the winemakers are starting to realise is of
fast-growing importance: the wide range of food
and produce in the area.

Twenty vears ago Clare led the way with the
first gourmet weekend in Australia, but in the
‘0015 the region's food scene dimmed. >
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